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Carbon Footprint Methodology BLUEdot Register’s carbon footprinting methodology is based on 
the GHG Protocol standard (www.ghgprotocol.org).  This standard organizes greenhouse gas emissions into three “Scopes”.  All three 
scopes are accounted for in BLUEdot Certification.  Products achieving BLUEdot Certification are required to include “Cradle to Gate” emissions at a minimum (defined as full lifecycle emissions 
excluding use and end of life cycles).*   
Data used in BLUEdot emissions calculations include primary data for processes under the reporting company’s control or within product supply chain partners.  Secondary data sources shall be 
used to ensure a complete Cradle-to-Gate calculation wherever primary data sources are not available to certification Applicant.  When secondary data sources are not available, proxy data and 
estimate data sources shall be used based on GHG Protocol standard.  Secondary data, proxy data, and estimated data 
sources shall be referenced in BLUEdot Carbon Footprint Summary document. 
Scope 1: Direct GHG emissions 
Direct GHG emissions occur from sources that are owned or controlled by the company, for example, emissions from combustion in owned or controlled boilers, furnaces, vehicles, etc. 
Scope 2: Indirect GHG emissions 
Scope 2 accounts for GHG emissions from the non-emitting utility consumption of Applicant (electricity, water, etc).  These non-
emitting utilities are those resources which do not cause on-site greenhouse gas emissions, but whose generation requires the use of greenhouse gas emitting fuels off-site.  Scope 2 emissions 
physically occur at the facility where resource is generated. 
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Scope 3: Other indirect GHG emissions Scope 3 is an optional reporting category that allows for the 
treatment of all other indirect emissions. Scope 3 emissions are a consequence of the activities of the company, but occur from 
sources not owned or controlled by the company. Some examples of scope 3 activities are raw material extraction and production of purchased materials; third-party product assembly; transportation 
of goods; and use of products and services. 
* If product/business operations or declarations rely on use phase or end-of-life 
phase considerations, then BLUEdot Certification will require full Cradle-to-Grave 
emission accounting.   
 
 


